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1 Introduction 

The Young Muslim Quiz Competition (YM Quiz Competition) will be organized by the 

Southern California Chapter of Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA) on November 

7
th

, 2010, at Islamic Center of Orange Country, Garden Grove. This popular event allows 

youth to enjoy a whole day in the company of hundreds of youth of their own age group.  

Participants from diverse backgrounds unite in the name of Islam and share this one-of-a-

kind experience with fellow Muslim youth.   

The objective of this event is to stimulate the spiritual and intellectual development of the 

youth by providing them with a platform for healthy competition. The event has been 

successfully organized by ICNA-SC and is a favorite among Muslim families in Southern 

California.    

 

2 Rules and Regulations for Quiz Competition 

 

1. To participate in YM Quiz, contestant must been enrolled in a participating high 

school at the time of the contest.  

2. Participants are divided into 6 levels based on age group.  

3. The Quiz will be organized in two rounds 

 Preliminary round consisting of written test for each school at different level.  

 Final round in which the top performers of each school will compete in an oral 

quiz competition. 

4. During the preliminary round, all participants will take a written exam at a 

predetermined test site. This will be determined based on participant’s location. 

5. In the preliminary round, students will be tested through a written exam based on the 

syllabus given below. The exam will be promptly graded. 

6. The top selected participants with the highest scores in pre-screening round will 

compete in final round. 

7. During final round, Quiz Competition will be held in multiple rounds which include 

Jeopardy round, Toss-up round, Hot seat round, Category round, Lightning round and 

Match tiebreaker (if needed). Final rules and regulation will be announced before 

start of final round. 

8. The top two scoring participants for each level will be awarded key prizes which 

among other things include Umrah ticket, laptop and many surprise gifts. Consolation 

prizes will also be awarded.   
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3 Quiz Syllabus  

 

The sections below details the books and syllabus that will be used in Quiz Competition. 

Suggested Books may not cover all the topics listed. Please refer to your nearest Islamic 

book store, Islamic Library, Online stores for guidance. For some of advanced topics 

please contact ICNA YM Quiz at quiz@icnasc.org or on YM Quiz website for study 

material or papers that will help in your preparation. 

  

Quran 

 
 Memorization of following surahs with meaning - Fatiha, Nas, Falaq, Ikhlas,   

Lahab, Nasr, Kafiroon, Maoon and Kawthar. 

 Memorization of following surahs without meaning- Burooj, Tariq, A'la. 
 

Basics of Islam 

 

 Five pillars of Islam.  

 Difference between Fard, Wajib, Sunnat, and Nafl prayers; Number of Rakahs for 

each prayer. 

 Basic beliefs in Islam 

 

Hadith Section  

 

      Hadith # 1 - 40 from "40 Hadith for Islamic Schools" 

 

Arabic spelling bee  
 

 Be prepared to spell any word from the last half juz of the Quran in Arabic. 
 
 

Islamic History 

 Story of Isra and Miraj  
 

Resources: 

 
 Taleemul Haqq, Study Ta'leemul-Haqq  

 Islam for Younger People, by Ghulam Sarwar, published by Muslim Educational 

Trust 

 40 Hadith for Islamic Schools 

 Our Faith and Worship Part-1 (Elementary Level) by IQRA  

 

 

mailto:quiz@icnasc.org
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Quran 
 Memorize the Last 15 Surahs of Quran 

 Learn the meaning and explanation of last 15 Surahs of Quran. 
 

 

Iman 

 
 A firm  understanding of these Islamic concepts, Expect definitions and questions 

on following concepts 

 Belief in God (Allah): Tawheed. 

 Belief in all the Prophets (nabi) and Messengers (rusul) sent by God 

 Belief in the Angels (mala'ika). 

 Belief in the Books (kutub) sent by God [1] (including the Qurʾān). 

 Belief in the Day of Judgment (qiyama) and in the Resurrection (life after 

death). 

 Belief in Destiny (Fate) (qadar). 

Ibadat 

 
 Details of Salat. This includes rules related to cleanliness of body, clothes, place, 

Qibla, Niyyah, Azan, Iqamah, names of prayers, and times of Salat.  
 

Islamic History 
 

 Life of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in Mecca. 

 Prophets of Allah (Adam (pbuh) to Mohammed (pbuh)). 

 

Recommended Books:  

 

1. Mercy to Mankind - Makkah Period, by Abidullah Ghazi, published by Iqra 

International. 

2. What do we say? by Noorah Abdullah, published by The Islamic Foundation. 

3. The children’s book of Islam  by Islamic Foundation. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophet#The_Islamic_concept_of_prophet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rusul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_view_of_angels
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_Holy_Books
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Six_articles_of_belief#cite_note-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qiyama
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qadar
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Quran 
 

 Learn the meaning and explanation for Surah Al Tariq (86), Al Ala (87) 

 Memorization of Surah Al Qadar, Al Qariyah, At Takathur Al-Zilzal, Al Teen, Al 

Shams, and Ayatul Kursi.  

Iman  
 Islamic Manners (including but not limited to cleanliness, respecting parents, 

helping the needy, kindness, obedience, serving others, hospitality, dress, hygiene, 

and animal welfare). 

 

Ibadat 
 Good understanding of following aspects of Islamic Ibadat : Salah, Zakah, 

Fasting, Hajj. 

 Islamic way of  life – Personal Hygiene, Humility, Sincerity, Patience, Charity, 

Sin & Repentance and Praise of God 

 Special prayers in Islam i.e. Ishraq, Awabeen, Tahajjud etc.   

 
 

Islamic History 
 Islamic History during Al-Khalifah Ar-Rashidah  (Abu Bakar (R.A.) to Uthman 

(R.A.) 

 Life of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in Madinah 

 Miracles  and  Expeditions of Prophet Mohammed (PUBH) 

 

Recommended Books: 
1. Islam for Younger People, by Ghulam Sarwar, published by Muslim Educational 

Trust 

2. Towards Understanding Islam (Chapters 1 to 4), by A.A Maududi 

3. The History of Al-Khalifah Ar-Rashidah (Chapters 9 to 24), by Dr. Abdullah al-

Ahsan, published by Iqra International 

4. Islamic Tahdhib and Akhlaq – Theory and Practice, by B. Aisha Lemu, published 

by Iqra International 

5. Islamic Manners - Iqbal Ahmad Azami 

6. Torchbearers of Islam Vol. 5 Adapted by Noura Durkee 

7. Mercy to Mankind - Madinah Period (Chapters 1 to 8), by Abidullah Ghazi, 

published by Iqra International 

8. All About Salaat By Dr. Mazhar U. Kazi 
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Quran 
 

 Learn the meaning and explanation for Surah Al Ghashiyah (88) and Al Kahf (18) 

[Ayahs 10-20]. 

 Learn the meanings of Asma ul husna ( 99 Names of Allah ) . 

 

Hadith  
 

 Study of ahadith related to Tawakkul (Trust in God), Taqwa (fear of Allah), Infaq 

(spending in the way of Allah) and Jihad (struggle). 

 

Islamic Knowledge 
 

 Halaal and Haraam (Lawful and Prohibited) in Islam. 

 Islamic principles of Zakat (spiritual purification of wealth), Fitr (Charity before 

day of Eid) and Infaaq (Spending in the Cause of Allah). 

 Islamic Etiquettes - Prayer, Living, Manners, Devotion. 

 Concept and deep understanding of following terms, Deen (belief), Shari’ah 

(Islamic law), Raab (Owner), Ilah (offered worship to), Fiqh (Islamic 

jurisprudence), Tasawwuf (self-improvement and spirituality). 

 

Islamic History  

 
 Ashra Mubashra (Ten Blessed Companions) – Brief History and their 

contributions during early Islamic Period. 

 Islamic History after abolition of the Caliphate in Turkey i.e. including 

before/after two World wars  and Cold war until 2010. 

 

Recommended Books: 
1. Islamic Tahdhib and Akhlaq – Theory and Practice, by B. Aisha Lemu, published 

by Iqra International 

2. Heroes of Islam: Some Companions of the Prophet, Part III by Professor Fazl 

Ahmad 

3. The Stories of the Sahaba - Torchbearers of Islam: Volume 5  

4. Towards Understanding Islam (Chapters 5  to 7), by A.A Maududi 

5. Four Basic Quranic Terms, by A.A Maududi 

6. Etiquettes of Life in Islam by Mohammad Yusuf Islahi 

7. A Short History of the Revivalist Movement in Islam By Sayyid Abul A'la 

Maududi 
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Quran 
 Search the relevant verses in the Quran and understand the following: 

1. Allah’s commands equate to laws. Disobedience has terrible 

consequences. 

2. Quranic verses which mentions the duty of Muslims community (i.e. 

Enjoining right deeds and Prohibiting of Evil) 

3.  Dawah: An essential method to accomplish this duty 

 Common words in the Quran  (Document attached). 

 

Hadith  
 Al-Sihah al-Sittah (Six major Hadith collections) – History, significance and 

works of all six collectors 

 

Islamic Knowledge 
 Common Injunctions of Islamic Law related to Marriage and Inheritance   

 Economic structure of Islamic state during Khilafah of Umar (R.Z). 

 

Islamic History  
 Islam in Spain – Complete History during al-Andalus  until exodus of Islam in 

Spain. 

 Islamic revivalist movements in 20
th

 Century – North America, Middle East and 

Asia. 

 

Islamic and Politics 
 Contribution of Muslims to the world (emphasis on scientific, literary and 

political contributions). 

 Political and military conflicts in Palestine, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 Significant non-political Islamic events in the United States i.e. Muslims during 

civil rights movement, significant cultural events. 
 

Recommended Books:  
1. Hero’s of Islam (Section III to VI), by Prof Mahmoud Esma'il Sieny, Published 

by Darussalam 

2. Islamic law: Online study guide 

3. The Hadith for Beginners: An Introduction to Major Hadith Works and Their 

Compilers - Muhammad Zubayr Siddiqi 

4. Islam - The Natural Way (Chapters 1 to 5), by Abdul Wahid Hamid, published by 

Muslim Education and Literary Services 

5. Companions of the Prophet, Book 1 (Chapters 1 to 15), by Abdul Wahid Hamid, 

published by MELS (Muslim Education Literary Services) 

http://www.icnasc.org/quiz/resources/quranicvocabulary.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_revival
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6. A Short History of the Revivalist Movement in Islam By Sayyid Abul A'la 

Maududi 

7. The State of Islam By Dr. Abdul Moghni 

8. Current events and Islamic issues. Visit websites of your Islamic Center and links 

provided at the websites of following organizations: Islamic Shura Council of 

Southern California, Islamic Society of North America, and Islamic Circle of 

North America. Other good sources include In Focus News, MSA Publications.  

 

 

 

4 Debate for University/College level  

Topic 

 ISLAMOPHOBIA: TEST OF TOLERANCE OR CHALLENGE TO BE 

CONFRONTED 

 

This debate topic addresses one of the major contemporary challenges of Muslims 

in USA i.e. Islamophobia. Surveys show that 4 out of 10 Americans hold prejudice 

towards Islam/Muslims. One of the major sources of this relatively recent shift is the high 

level of Islamophobia in the media. 

The last few years since 9/11 we have seen a number of alarming developments 

that suggest that the problem of Islamophobia in the United States is currently 

undergoing a qualitative deterioration of significant and alarming proportions. The spread 

of the kind of vicious, hateful propaganda that has been steadily on the rise in American 

media in recent months amount to a voluntary surrender to extreme vulnerability, which 

is completely unacceptable. The recent opposition to “Ground-Zero” mosque and ICNA’s 

Muslim Family Day on 12
th

 September is one of the manifestation of this hate 

propaganda. 

Can American Muslims afford to deal with the problem in a piecemeal or half-hearted 

manner? Does our current approach acceptable enough? Should we accept current 

realities, adopt a commonsensical approach and address by means of Dawah/Reform? 

 Is it essential, in our own defense and for the good of our country, that American 

Muslims immediately organize a serious, concerted and coordinated response to this 

crisis of defamation and hate speech. Can this challenge be addressed by shrewdly 

confronting the issue? Are Protest meetings, Online Campaigns and criticism part of 

successful strategy? What is the prudent and levelheaded approach that we should adopt?   
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1. This is going to be a team event. Each team will consist of two members 

2. Cross-examination style debate format will be used. 

3. There will be an informal debate which is an unmoderated discussion before start of 

formal debate so that teams are briefed on background, rules and positions to be taken 

during formal sessions, partipants may meet with each other and discuss ideas. 

4. There will be four rounds addressing each area of discussion; each round will begin 

with four-minute speeches, beginning with the affirmative. After each constructive, 

there will be a three-minute cross-examination by a member of the opposition. There 

will be three-minute rebuttals, beginning with the negative rebuttal.  

5. Each team will be allocated ten minutes of preparation time to be used in between 

each four rounds. 

6. If too many teams enter the competition, a preliminary round will be held to 

determine the teams that will participate in the final debate competition. 

 

 

1. To participate in the YM Debate Tournament a debater must be an 

undergraduate/graduate student at the institution for which s/he is competing at the 

tournament. 

2. The first speaker is expected to present a complete case which includes a plan of 

action and a rationale justifying that plan. The affirmative team must present and 

defend through the entirety of the debate only one plan, and once presented, this plan 

cannot be changed, altered, or amended in any way during the debate.  

3. The teams are expected to reveal their position (either affirmative or negative) before 

the start of each round.   

4. If the team chooses to critique it has the burden of defending an alternative .If the 

affirmative team demonstrates that the critique fails to meet any of these criteria the 

judge will disregard the critique and penalize accordingly. 

5. Evidence presented in debates can be asked for proof, this might include: Books or 

reliable internet source.   

6. Once the debate has begun, a team may not receive assistance, suggestions, or 

coaching from anyone while the round is in progress.  

7. Debaters may not receive electronic assistance from outside sources or perform 

electronic research during the course of a debate 
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8. Only the person speaking, asking a question in cross-examination, or answering a 

question in cross-examination should be talking. Partners should not vocally 'prompt' 

the speaker during his/her speech.  

9. Debaters and judges should treat one another with generosity, respect and kindness.  

10. Debaters should speak comprehensively and intelligibly while giving speeches and 

engaging in cross-examination.  

11. Debaters should cease speaking when the time expires. The debater's idea which is 

being presented when time expires may be finished but no new statements may be 

initiated after the time expires. 

12. Judges will listen to all proofs offered by debaters and will judge a decision based on 

following areas of debate 

 Oral presentation style 

 Quality and depth of discussion (including evidence offered)  

 Style of Rebuttal offered including case for affirmative position. 

13. Judges will offer Oral critiques for all rounds and reserve right to change the time for 

each topic to be covered. Based on number of participants the judge will elect to have 

an elimination round and Decision of judges is Final and binding. 


